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"Major KE. German Operation Confirmed a 


Spies Stole Top NATO 


By Michsel Getler 5 

Washington Post. Foreign Service - i 
._ . BONN. Dee. 12—Three East ‘Ger- 
man spies arrested here last year had 
access to hundreds of top-secret West 
_German and NATO military docu- 
‘ments and presumably passed them 
on to the Communist bloc, Defense 
Ministry officials acknowledged today. 


Details of the operation, possibly 


the most damaging spy case here in 
many years, were reported today by 
the Frankfurter Allgemeine newspa- 


- per, The magnitude of the secrets be 


trayed in the plot; the paper said, sur: 


passed the celebrated :1974 case of | 
Guenther. Guillaume;-.an--East. Gers: 


-man spy who had. become.-a ‘close 


: aide of then:Chanceilor. Willy Brandt. . 


Defense Ministry’.spokesman Kurt 


Fischer, who; confirmed ‘much of the-~ 


- Fransfurter’ Allgemeine’s “ account, 
called the new case “exceptionally se- 
“rious.” The alert plans:of the West 
German army and ‘sensitive North -At- 
lantic Treaty Organization analyses 
reportedly were among the documents 
compromised, =: Te tes oh oe 


’ 


“Meanwhile., West German readers 


are also being told that it was not 
only the presence. of a. spy in the 
chancellory that brought about the 
resignation of Brandt in 1974. 
Brandt, accerding to a new. book by 
the former federal security chief that 
‘is ‘being seriatized’ here ‘by the news 
. Magazine Der Spiegel, also feared be- 
- ing blackmailed by Guiltaume and 


East Germany over details of his al- . 


-leged extramarital affairs... 5: - 


1. West Germany traditionally._ has: 


been a lucrative. and relatively easy 


targe for thousands of Communist. 


ager, mostly East Germans who can 


blena in eastly and who speak the Jan-- 


guage. Millions of people have fled 
here from Communist countries since 


World War IJ, among them many ine 


telligence agents unwittingly ‘wel- 
_comed in the West as refugees... 
It is' estimated-that there are close 
. to a thousand top quality Spies operat- 
ing in West Germany and. between 
6,000 and 15,000 lower level agents or 

, contacts, 9 je eS Se 5 
_The massive spy problem in recent 
years caused.cthe United States to be 
reluctant to pass some highly sensi- 
‘ tive materials to Bonn. The West Ger- 
man security apparatus is viewed -as 
ap gare -improved. lately, how- 
| ever, 3 CE hae OT et 


nF we whee wee wees ae awe we eps” 


2 ve wrerna 


Approved For Release Pena PAS Cie Met wa 


_..Defense Ministry officials acknowl- | 


,. The key figure reportedly wag Mrs, 


13 December 1977 


Despite the apparent dimensions of 

the current scandal, it may not be the 
worst. In 1961, for example, the chief 
of West 'Germany’s Soviet counter-in- 
telligence branch was discovered to 
be a spy. ; 
; The three alleged spies in the cut- 
rent case — Renate Lutze, a former 
secretary in the Defense Ministry; her: 
husband, LotharErwin, who worked 
in the ministry’s weapons section and 
a friend, Juergen Wiegel, who worked 
on the naval staff were arrested in 
June 1976 in a round-up ,of some 15 
suspected spies operating here. 

At the time, informed allied intelli- 
fence sources said privately that the | 
round-up was one of the most impor- 
tant in years and that concern was 
greatest about the small group linked 
to the Defense Ministry. nO 
. The round-up was also viewed then. 
as a major success for Bonn’s counter- 


intelligence force. The | details ~ re- 
ported today indicate, however, that 
the damage done was considerable. 

The newspaper, citing an interim 
repbrt of the federal prosecutor's of- 
fice, said that files apparently passed 
onto the East Germans included the 
West German army’s plans for deal- 
ing with a military crisis, ammunition 
distribution plans, civilian evacuation 
plans and future development plans 
for the West German army and its 
designs for tanks beyond the newest 
Leopard models. a : : 

The three reportedly had access to 
‘more than “a thousand documents,” 
about a fifth of them dealing with 
NATO and reportedly including West- 
ern analysis of Warsaw Pact forces, 
critiques of recent NATO exercises, 
and NATO emergency fuel distribu. 
tion plans. . °°. : 


edged that. the- material evidently 
passed on to-Communist bloe coun- 
tries probably did deal with a number 
_Of these subjects.. 6 0 ot. 


Lutze, who apparently was able to 
copy files in the office of her former“ 
boss, the head of the social welfare 
department in the Defense Ministry. - 
* Why so many highly classified: files’) 
should be in that devartment was par- 
tially explained by officials as a result 
of the department head’s position on a 
committee that dealt with other mili- 
tary matters. Nevertheless, there was 
some suspicion that the files had been 
ordered in an unauthorized fashion by 
someone else, Pgs se Macy, 9 
_ Guillaume, whose arrest led to 
Brandt's resignation, was an East Ger- 


ly 


- Guillaume to occupy such a position. 


Cut Ata Coenen 


, Bonn Secrets 


“worked his way into Brandt's inner 


circle. He was arrested, with his wife, 


‘in April, 1974. Two weeks later, 


Brandt resigned over the furor, admit. | 
ting he was negligent in allowing‘ 

At the time, there were numerous j 
rumors, denied by Brandt, that the 


_ resignation was also tinged with fears 
‘that Guillaume knew of private 


Brandt escapades that could lead to 


“blackmail. 


The new book by Guenther Nollau, 
“who resigned in 1973 as head of the 
Federal Office for Protection of the 
. Constitution, is the first account by a 
‘public figure that appears to lend cre- 
dence to theserumors, 0 © eo 
The book gives no specific details, 
but Nollau says he first heard of these 
alleged affairs from Federal Criminal 
Office chief Horst Herold about 10 
days after Guillaume’s arrest. 
. Herold’s office had learned them | 


from Brandt’s bodyguard, Nollau re> 
ports, -,¢.° 8) (ole. or 
The former official then reports 
that he told Herold that “if Guillaume 
dishes up these piquant details at his . 
trial, the government and the Federal 
Republic will be made fools of. - 4 
“Tf he doesn’t say anything, the East j 
German government, whom Guill. 
aume has naturally told all about it, i 
too, has the means to humiliate any 
. Brandt Cabinet and the Social Demo 
cratic Party.” a ae Loom ae | 
This information was passed on té 
’ Herbert Wehner, the powerful floor i 
leader in Parliament of Brandt’s So- | 
cial Democrats, After talks with Weh- 
’ ner and other top figures, Brandt re { 
_ Signed three days later, Nolau wrote. } 
’ In December 1975, Guillaume ‘was | 
' Sentenced to 13 years in jail. At his | 
trial in Duesseldorf, in which Brandt! 
- was a witness, there was no mention | 
“of any transgressions on Brandt's 
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